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Nigel Hill (1961 – 2010)
It is with great sorrow that we report the death on 5 January 2010 of the medical entomologist, Dr
Nigel Hill. Head of the Disease Control and Vector Biology Unit at the London School of Hygiene &
Tropical Medicine, Nigel worked on a wide range of insect pests, primarily mosquitoes which for a
period of time he researched with the late Professor Chris Curtis. Both he and Chris were pioneers of
appropriate technology in controlling insect pests and vectors, and both will be remembered for their
contribution to this field.
Nigel gained his first degree by part-time study at the University of East London where I had the
pleasure of teaching him. At the time he was working as a research technician in the Entomology
Department at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. He rose through the ranks and
gained his doctorate, always being cognisant of the need for appropriate and relevant methods of
vector control and disease prevention. He was also an exponent of the use of techniques that cause
minimum environmental impact and subject people to minimal exposure of chemical insecticides. An
advocate of integrated pest control, he was always aware of the need to evaluate the full range of
available methods and combine them appropriately.
He is best known for his work with Chris Curtis promoting the use of impregnated bednets to protect
against malaria-transmitting mosquitoes. He also researched house dust mites and later in his career
turned to the control of head lice, demonstrating insecticide resistance and the merit of mechanical
removal using purpose designed combs combined with wet hair treated with proprietary conditioner.
Nigel maintained a high regard for scientific rigour and had a great gift for teaching. He will be sorely
missed by his students, his colleagues and, most especially, his wife, Theresa, and his children,
Rebecca and Jack.
Keith Snow
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