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This article is the ninth in a seriesto bepublishedin the Bulletin to explain the namesof European
mosquitoes.For eachentrythe nameof the taxonis giventogetherwith the author,dateand reference
of the original description.There is alsoeither a quotationfrom the original description,translated
wherenecessary,or a resumeindicating the author'sreasonfor using the name.Whereappropriate,a
brief explanationof the etymologyis provided.In somecasesthe reasonfor naming the speciesmay
not be clear and correspondenceto the author is invited. Further explanationswill be publishedas
lettersto the editorsin futureissuesof theBulletin.

SubgenusMai//otia Theobald,1907

Theobald,F.V. (1907) A monograph of the Culicidae or mosquitoes. Vol 4. xix+639pp. London.
British Museum(Natural History).

French, maillot = swaddling-clothes;-ia, suffix commonly used in generic namesbut normally
reservedfor thosederivedfrom personalnames

On page274Theobaldintroduces"GENUSMAILLOTIA. novogen.Headclothedwith ratherbroad,
large curved-scaled,upright forked scalesand pyriform and flat lateral scales.Thorax clothedwith
large scalessimilar to thoseof the head; scutellumwith short, rather broad, spindle-shapedscales.
Wing scalesdense; lateral ones thin. The genusis near Culex, but is quite distinct, its peculiar
characterswere noticed by Dr. Edmund Sergent,who suggestedthe name under which it is
described."Theobalddoesnot explainthe useof the nameor saywhy Sergentsuggestedit, but it may
be assumedthat he consideredthe vestitureof the headand thorax to be sufficiently striking to
warrentthe comparisonof beingwrappedin swaddlingclothes.

Culex deserticola Kirkpatrick, 1925

Kirkpatrick, T.W. (1924) [1925] Preliminarynoteson the determinationof Egyptianmosquitos,with
descriptionsof threespeciesnewto science.Bulletin de la Societe Royale Entomologique d' Egypte 8,
362-391.

Latin, desertus= waste;colere= to inhabit

This speciesis first listed on page 363 and later describedon pages378-383. There is a clear
referenceto the discoveryof this speciesin a desert:"Mr F.W. Edwardshas informedme that he has
receivedspecimensof this speciesfrom the Sahara,(BeniOunifde Figuig andotherplaces)."

Culex hortensis Ficalbi, 1889

Fica1bi,E. (1889) Notizie preventivesuIla zanzareltaliane. ra. Nota preventiva.Alcune generalita.
Descrizionedi una specienuovaCulex hortensis. Bullettino del/a Societa entomologica Ita/iana 21,
20-30.

Latin, hortensis= of or belongingto a garden

The descriptionof this speciesappearson pages27-30andon the last pageFica1bisays"Ho trovato
questazanzaradalla primaveraall'autunno nel giardinobotanicodi Pisa,avendolada larve presein
acquefermedel giardino stesso.La ho trouvatapoi nelgiardinobotanicodi Sienae in diversi giardini
di Firenze".The finding of this speciesin gardensthusexplainshis choiceof name.
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Subgenus Neoculex Dyar, 1905

Dyar, KG. (1905) Remarks on genitalic genera in the Culicidae. Proceedings of the entomological
Society of Washington 7, 42-49.

Greek, neos = new and genus Culex

The first mention of the name Neoculex appears on page 45 in a key, "21. Leaf-like scale of apical
lobe of side piece absent Neoculex" but the genus is formally introduced on page 48 "Genus
NEOCULEX, new genus This species may be separated from Culex proper on the characters given
above ..." The new taxon is therefore differentiated from Culex.

Culex impudicus Ficalbi, 1890

Ficalbi, E. (1890) Notizie preventive sulle zanzare ltaliane. VIr. Nota preventiva. Descrizione di una
specie nuova. Zanzara impudica Culex impudicus, sp.n. Bullettino della Societa Entomologica
Italiana 22,81-84.

Latin, impudicus = impudent, shameless

Ficalbi names his "zanzara impudica" (immodest mosquito) on the basis of the characteristic
appearance of the male genitalia in which the gonocoxites are extremely prominent and carry long,
stout setae:

"Caratteristicamente sviluppati gli organi copulatori maschili, che sono grossi, cordiformi, pelosi e
setolosi" and ''Caratteristici sono gli organi copulatorii maschili, cbe, a differenza di altre zanzare,
appaiono a guisa di due grossi lobi quasi cordiformi, che terminano l'addome, debordando ai lati ... "

Culex martinii Medschid, 1930

Medschid, E*. (1930) Culex Martinii n. sp. Archiv fur Schiffs- und Troppen Hygiene 34,364-369.

* only surname given in article

Although there is no explicit dedication to Erich Martini in the species description, a note at the end
of the paper translates as: "Remarks on previous work of E. Martini. This is clearly the same species
that was sent to me in 1927 by Apfelbeck from Metkovic in Yugoslavia. I was intending to publish it
in the Culex section ofLindner's Handbook". The book referred to is Die Fliegen der Palaearktischen
Region which contains sections on mosquitoes written by Martini.

This species is therefore dedicated to the great German medical entomologist, Erich Martini. Born in
1880 in Rostock, Martini was awarded his PhD in 1902 and his MD in 1905. In 1912 he was invited
to organise a department of entomology at the Tropeninstitut in Hamburg, where he was able to
combine his interests in medicine and invertebrate zoology. He was made professor in 1923 and
remained in post until 1945.

His more than three hundred publications between 1903 and 1959 cover many aspects of medical
entomology and tropical medicine, and one hundred and twenty or so of these deal with mosquitoes.
Among his most well known works on mosquitoes were his 1929, 1930 and 1931 contributions to
Lindner's monograph Die Fliegen der Palaearktischen Region.

He died in a road accident in 1960, aged 80.
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Culexte"itans Walker, 1856

Walker, F. (1856) InsectaSaundersiana:or charactersof undescribedinsectsin the collection of
William Wilson Saunders,Esq., F.R.S., F.L.S., &c . Vol. I. Diptera. 474 pp. London. John Van
Voorst.

Latin, territans = alarming, terrifying

Morphological characteristicsof Culex te"itans are given by Walker in both Latin and English on
page428 but no referenceis madeto thebloodfeedinghabitsof this specieswhich presumablyledhim
to refer to it as"alarming or territYing". In fact,althoughtherearerecordsof Cx. te"itans feedingon
humans,it hasmostoftenbeenfoundfeedingon lowervertebrates.

Genus!SubgenusCulisetaFelt, 1904

Felt, E.P. (1904) Mosquitosor Culicidaeof New York State.New YorkStateMuseumBulletin 79,
239-400.

FromLatin, culex= gnat,midge;Latin, seta= bristle

''Culisetan. gen." is namedon page391cbut no cleardefinition of the nameis offered.Felt includes
in his description "Larvae with pectenprolongedinto setaeand with stout,spinedcomb scales".It
would appearthat thesecharacteristicsof the larva led him to selecthis name,althoughit maybethat
prominent setaepresentin theadult,which hedoesnot describe,contributedto his choiceof name.

SubgenusAllotheobaldia BrOlemann,1919

Bro1emann,RW. (1919) Sur quelqueCulex desPyrenees.IT (1). Campagne1918.Annales de la
SocieteentomologiquedeFrance87, 65-103.

Greek,alla- = other,differentandgenusTheobaldiaNeveu-Lemaire,1902(nowCuliseta)

The subgenusis named by BrOlemannon page 91 "ALLOTIIEOBALDIA, novo subg." On the
following page he remarks on the peculiarities of his taxon, "...Allotheobaldia temoigne d'une
differenciation notablementplus pousseeque Theobaldia,qui lui-memeestdejaplus differencieque
Culicada ... ". The genusCulicadaFeltwasusedfor speciescurrentlyplacedin Ochlerotatus.

Although not strictly a dedicationto Theobald,as it wasnamedafter an existinggenus,a few words
aboutthis pioneer in mosquitotaxonomyarepertinent.FredericVincent Theobald(1868-1930)was
invited by the Trusteesof the British Museumto preparea monographon the Culicidaeof the world.
By 1901he had producedthe first two volumeswith subsequentvolumesin 1903, 1907and 1910.
From 1910Theobaldconcentratedon agriculturalentomology,producinga monographof the British
Aphidae.

Culisetalongiareolata (Macquart,1838)

Macquart, J. (1838) Dipteres exotiquesnouveauxou peu connus.Memoires de la Societe des
sciences,de I 'agriculture et desartsdeLille 2, 9-225.

Latin, longus= long; areolatus= with openspaces

The relevant parts of the descriptionof this speciesin Latin and Frenchare as follows (page38):
''CULEX LONGIAREOLATUS, Macq., Histoire naturelle desCanaries,Webbet Berthelot ... alis
cellulis submarginaliprima et posticasecundaaequaliterlongis" and "Ailes: premierecellule sous-
marginaleet deuxiemeposterieured'egalelongueur(la basea la memehauteur),e plus longuesqu' a
l'ordinaire ..." Macquart is indicating in his speciesnamethe elongatedwing cells which he clearly
describes.

29



Fromthis Macquartimplies that the original desaiption is in Histoire Naturelle lies Canaries edited
by Webb,P.B. and S. Berthelot,andpublishedin Paris.Indeeda similar descriptiondoesappearin
Volume2, part 2, page99of this work but wasnot publisheduntil November1839.

SubgenusCulicella Felt, 1904

Felt, E.P. (1904) Mosquitosor Culicidaeof New York State.New York State Museum Bulletin 79,
239-400.

Latin, culicella= a small gnat

Felt makesno referenceto size in his descriptionof his genus(page 391c). He introducesit as
''Culicella n. gen." and follows this with a morphologicaldesaiption with information on the wing
venation,the malegenitaliaandthe larva.

Culiseta jumipennis (Stephens,1825)

Stephens,J.F. (1825) Someobservationson the British Tipulidae, togetherwith descriptionsof the
speciesof Culex andAnopheles foundin Britain. The Zoological Journall, 448-457.

Latin; fumus= smoke;penna=wing

Stephensgiveshis descriptionof Cu/ex jumipeninis in Latin and F.qgJillh on page453. The relevant
sectionsare: "Cu. fumipennis Mihi n. alis obscurisn. the wings obscure.¥¥The Latin obscurismeans
duskyand Stephensis obviouslyusing the English word obscurein this sense,hencefumipennis.
Insteadof usinghis surnameafter the speciesnameto indicatethe authority,Stephensusesthe Latin
mihi the dativesingularof ego,I, meaning"to me".

Cu/iseta litorea (Shute,1928)

Shute,P.G. (1928) A new varietyof Culicella morsitans (Theobeld)(Diptera). The Entomologist 61,
186.

Latin, litoreusl -a= belongingto the seashore

This specieswas first reported by Shute as a variety of C""'lIfOI'Iitam, as ''CULICELLA
MORSITANS var. LITOREA, nov.", breeding in very s~ ,. tiP water close to the sea.
Marshall& Staley(1933) on examiningfurther materialshowe&l~It,,lIlluistic hypopygiaand raised
litorea to specificrank. Commentingon Shute'soriginal ~~ "n. sincethe material
desaibedhadoriginatedin a coastalmarsh,the varietalnamelitOfW1;"dloeen. "

[Marshall, J.F.& Staley,J. (1933) Theobaldia (Cu/icella) litorea(Sbutit}.,:N.Sp. (Diptera,Culicidae).
Parasitology 25, 119-126.]

Culiseta morsitans (Theobald,1901)

Theobald,F.V. (1901) A monograph of the Culicidae or mosquit.V<L2. viii+391 pp. London.
British Museum(Natural History).

Latin, morsitans=biting
~",i' ,.

On page8 Theobaldnames''CULEX MORSITANS.n.sp." and foIlOM"..,4etaiJed desaiption of
the maleand female.Underobservations he says"n. It is certainly¥¥¥¥ '¥¥¥¥¥¥but closelyrelated
to C. vexans." Theobaldmakesno referenceto the origin of his name__ ¥ mention its biting
habits.
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